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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution
January 13, 2006

Mr. Vernon A. Williams

Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
~ Washington, DC 20423

Re: TCEQ Grant and Environmental Assessment Review System (GEARS) #6940, Union Pacific
Railroad Company, Abandonment, Cameron County

Dear Mr. Williams:

‘The Texas Commrssron on Envrronmental Quahty (TCEQ) has rev1ewed the above-referenced pl‘O_]eCt and
offers followmg cornments TS L T A PRI

A review of the project for General Conformity impact in accordance with 40 CFR Part 93 and Title 30,
Texas Administrative Code §101.30 indicates that the proposed project is located in Cameron County,
which is currently classified as a Moderate ozone nonattainment area. Therefore, general conformity rules

apply.

The two criteria pollutants of concern as precursors to ozone formation are volatile organic compounds

(VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NO,). An increase of 100 tons per year for VOCs or NO,, resulting from

the proposed project, could trigger general conformity analysis. However, the emissions from the

proposed project are expected to be well below the 100 tons per year significance level. Therefore, a
- general conformity analysis will not be required. :

Although any demolition, construction, rehabilitation or repair project will produce dust and particulate
emissions, these actions should pose no significant impact upon air quality standards. Any minimal dust
and particulate emissions should be easily controlled by the construction contractors using standard dust
mitigation techniques.

We are in support of the prOJect The env1ronmental assessment addresses 1ssues related to surface and
groundwaier qualrty SR

It has been determined from a review of the information provided that an Application for TCEQ Approval
of Floodplam Development Pl‘Q]CCt need not be filed with TCEQ Our records show. that the community
is'a participant in'the National Flood Insurance Program and assuch has a Flood Hazard Prevention
Ordinance / Court Order. Accordingly, care should be taken to ensure that the proposed construction takes

P.0.Box 13087 Austin, Texas 78711-3087 ® 512/239-1000 ® Internet address: www.tceq.state.tx.us

printed on recycled paper using soy-based ink



.~ Mr. Vernon A. Williams
Page 2
January 13, 2006

Re: TCEQ Grant and Environmental Assessment Review Systemm (GEARS) #6940, Union Pacific
Railroad Company, Abandonment, Cameron County

into account the possible Flood Hazard Areas within the community’s floodplains. Please notify the
community floodplain administrator to ensure that all construction is in compliance with the community’s
Flood Hazard Prevention Ordinance / Court Order.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. If you have any questions, please call Ms. Betty
Thompson at (512) 239-1627.

Sinéerely, W

Thomas W. Weber, Manager
Water Programs
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality



